For immediate release:
Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation Establishes Partnership
with Charlottesville’s Trades and Tech Education Foundation

Ruckersville non-profit forms collaboration with Trades and Tech Education Foundation to expand capacity and
capabilities for Virginia’s piedmont region high schools

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. April 21, 2025 - The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation
announces a strategic collaboration with the Trades and Tech Education Foundation (TTEF) to provide
Virginia’s piedmont region high school culinary arts educators access to student scholarships, and innovative
C.A.P.ERS.™ program support. The announcement coincides with the recent one-year anniversary of
establishing the Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable
organization that honors Will Peterson a standout Albemarle High School-CATEC 2011 graduate.

The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation empowers aspiring young culinarians through
advocacy, education, scholarships, equipment, and training. We nurture secondary and post-secondary
school culinary arts talent in underrepresented communities, transforming enthusiastic students into the

next generation of culinary arts & science specialists and professional chefs.

“This is a significant step in the growth of Chef Will's Foundation and allows us to assist and support more
local high school culinary arts programs and students in the region” says, Morris Peterson, Father-Founder-
Director. “The opportunity for Chef Will's Foundation to join up with a highly regarded non-profit
organization with the experience of the Trades and Tech Education Foundation will help us become more
effective in our mission to help adolescent high school students succeed in the culinary field.” The Trades
and Tech Education Foundation gives us a stronger voice to reach school systems with established or

developing CTE (career technical education) culinary arts programs, said Peterson further.

“Trades and Tech Education Foundation is pleased to continue the growth of our mission of service to the
citizens in counties surrounding Charlottesville VA. providing quality vocational training opportunities that
lead to good jobs, long term careers and a better quality of life,” said a TTEF executive. “The Chef William-

Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation’s focus on improving the quality of high school culinary arts program




graduates entering the workforce pipeline is great for students, a plus for the community and should bolster

the confidence of the local hospitality industry”, said the TTEF executive.

The Chef William-Allen Peterson Foundation is developing annual merit-based student scholarship
opportunities as part of its innovative C.A.P.E.R.S.™ (Culinary Arts Program Enrichment Strategies)
programs. C.A.P.E.R.S.™ is an immersive culinary education and training program that is “whole-student”
centric, that empowers teachers as leaders and role models in support of improving existing culinary arts
programs. C.A.P.E.R.S.™ helps to effectively prepare CTE culinary arts students to enter the workforce at
higher levels of maturity, proficiency, and readiness. It also better prepares students who go on to
successfully seek advanced levels of culinary training with goals of attaining hospitality industry

management and leadership positions.

Interested public high school CTE and community college culinary arts program directors, teachers and
potential grantors, partners, sponsors, and donors are encouraged to visit the ChefWill.org website and

follow its social media channels for updates or contact the foundation directly.

Photo assets are available upon request.

About the Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation
The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation honors Chef Will's enduring legacy by

empowering aspiring young culinarians through advocacy, education, scholarships, equipment, and training.
We nurture secondary and post-secondary school talent in underrepresented communities, transforming
enthusiastic students into the next generation of culinary arts & science specialists and professional chefs.
The foundation seeks to connect with high schools, culinary arts educators and students that are motivated
by advanced learning, mentoring and the opportunity to obtain financial assistance to attend higher levels of
culinary schooling. We improve students’ employability and prepare them for rewarding careers in a variety

of culinary arts fields. For more information and updates:
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