For immediate release:

Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation Commemorates
Chef’s Life with Inaugural Scholarships for 2024-2025 School Year
in Charlotte, NC and Charlottesville, VA

Nonprofit foundation provides underrepresented communities with youth culinary scholarships,
education, equipment and training for the next generation of culinary specialists and professional chefs

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. November 1, 2024 - The family of beloved executive chef, William-Allen
Peterson, today announced initial culinary arts scholarships to commemorate Chef Will’s sudden and
unfortunate passing one year ago today. The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation
honors Chef Will’s enduring legacy by empowering aspiring young culinarians through scholarships,
education, equipment, and training. It nurtures culinary talent in underrepresented communities,
transforming passionate individuals into the next generation of culinary specialists and professional

chefs.

Chef Will began his culinary journey in his hometown of Charlottesville, Virginia, working in a local
restaurant and grill while attending Charlottesville-Albemarle Technical Education Center (CATEC)
as an intensely focused stand-out culinary arts program major. Later making his home in Charlotte,
North Carolina after graduating from culinary school at Johnson & Wales University earning A.S. and
B.S. degrees. His short but storied 16-year career included a loyal following in the Charlotte food
scene and culinary leadership roles at the multi-location Foxcroft Wine Co. where he launched their

flagship wine bar and restaurant’s Waverly location.




Throughout his upward career journey, the indomitable young Chef Will realized the importance of
having mentors in the culinary industry, an industry well known for long hours, tumultuous negative
work environments, physically demanding schedules and career burnout. Chef Will was grateful to
have been mentored by a number of respected culinary educators and working executive chefs who

recognized his innate talent and helped guide his ascending career.

Foundation founder Morris Peterson and Chef Will’s father, said, “Will regularly talked about the lack
of professionalism, discipline, dedication and confidence that was missing from many of the cooks
and kitchen staff he hired, trained and mentored. He provided leadership, empathy and gratitude to
culinary staff who were willing to work hard but just needed to learn essential life skills to survive
“natural selection” in a restaurant kitchen. This Foundation exists fundamentally to continue
providing Chef Will’s vision for back-of-the-house professionalism. Our foundation’s goal is to keep
Will’s inspirational legacy alive in the culinary industry and have a real impact on future generations

of young culinarians for years to come.”

The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation has long term goals to provide public
schooled culinary arts students with scholarships, education, equipment, and training, starting in
Charlotte and Charlottesville and expanding into other urban and rural markets in the future. The
first phase provides merit-based scholarships for seven to ten culinary arts students to offset costs

of attending higher level culinary schools graduating in the 2024-2025 school year.

Foundation executives and local Chef Ambassadors are in active discussions and due diligence with
several secondary and post-secondary schools with established culinary arts programs both in North
Carolina and Virginia. Schools selected for student scholarships with the foundation and award
criteria will be announced in Q1 2025 with scholarship awards being made to culinary program

graduates.
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The Foundation was only formed in March of 2024, so these initial culinary arts scholarships were
made possible from numerous small donations from Chef Will’s industry friends and colleagues.
Major fundraising will commence upon the foundation receiving its IRS 501(c)(3) approval expected
in Q4 2024 with culinary industry corporate partnerships, major gifts and donations, supplemented

through its website nearing completion.

The Foundation’s five year impact plan includes perpetual culinary arts scholarships established in
high schools, vocational technical education centers and colleges in six to ten US cities. There is also
a Chef Ambassadors Corps, providing mentorship and career guidance to aspiring young culinarians,

and an expanding Board of Directors with deep community and culinary arts roots.

“New and life experienced cooks can get a “job” in about any commercial food service operation.”
says Chef Will’s mentor and friend, Executive Chef, David Quintana of Compass Group. “However,
there is a huge mentality, knowledge and skills gap that separates the average line cook from a
respected successful Chef entrusted with a position in the restaurant business. Social ills, societal
failures and poor math competence can handicap even the mostinspired culinarian, sabotaging them

from achieving their ambition of becoming a chef.”

Interested public high school, vocational technical education centers (VOTEC) and community
college culinary arts program directors, culinary industry corporate partners and donors are
encouraged to follow the Foundation’s social media channels for updates or contact the foundation

directly.

About the Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation

The Chef William-Allen Peterson Culinary Arts Foundation honors Chef Will's enduring legacy by
empowering aspiring young culinarians through scholarships, education, equipment, and training.

We nurture culinary talent in underrepresented communities, transforming passionate individuals
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into the next generation of culinary specialists and professional chefs. The Foundation seeks to
connect with culinary arts students in underrepresented communities that are motivated with the
opportunity to obtain financial assistance to attend higher culinary schooling, improve students’
employability and prepare them for rewarding culinary arts careers. For more information and

updates:

https://www.facebook.com/chefwillorg

www.Linkedin.com/company/chefwillorg

www.ChefWilliamPetersonFoundation.org

Media Contact:

Darrah Gist

darrah@thegistmarketing.com
678.471.2042

Photo and video assets are available upon request.
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